Letter from a Christian to a Muslim

“Injil” or “Gospel” means “good news”, but what actually are the good news to us humans? If there are good news, it must
mean that the background story is a bad situation. The good news come in the midst of the bad situation. So, what is the bad
situation?

The bad situation is, that the world is a place full of pain and grief. God created the world as a good place, but now the world is
full of conflicts, war, hatred, lies, unrest, and other terrible things. But where do wars come from? Where does hatred come
from? Where do conflicts, lies and unrest come from? Well, let’s look at what God tells Moses: You shall have no other gods
before Me. Do not lie. Do not steal. Honour your father and your mother. Do not be jealous of your neighbor’s things, or his
wife.

If T have broken any of these (or any of the other) commandments, I have contributed to rebellion and conflict. That means that
I am a part of the problem of creating pain in the world. It also means that I am guilty before God.

God has promised us humans, that He is righteous. If I steal my neighbor’s car, and God just forgives me, then what about my
neighbor? That is not fair — he just lost his car! But God is righteous. What if I pray in a very genuine way, or if I fast on the
right days — can God then ignore my sin? Can I keep my neighbor’s car, if I fast long enough? No, good deeds do not cancel out
bad deeds. There has to be payment for our sin. I need to return the car to my neighbor. Just like if a judge orders me to return
the car to its owner. Or if you drive in traffic, and you run a red light, then you will have to pay the fine. You cannot say "I ran
more green lights than red, so it cancels out the fine.” No, if you run a red light just once, you have to pay the fine. In the same
way, you cannot count on God ignoring your sin, just because you have prayed a certain number of times, or fasted a number of
days, or gave money to the poor.

All of us humans have a fine”, because we all have committed sin. But how big is the fine we have received? Well, imagine
that you slap your neighbor in the face. Now, you have a problem with your neighbor. Your neighbor calls the police, and when
the police officer arrives, you slap the police officer in the face also. You are taken to a judge, but you slap the judge in the face.
Now, you don’t just have a small problem, you will definitely go to jail. If you slap our king in the face, you can go to prison
for a long time. When we sin against a higher authority, the punishment increases. God is an infinitely big authority. So when
we sin against God, we deserve an infinitely big punishment. That ”fine” can never be paid in full. That is a problem, because
all sin actually is a sin against God.

The Bible has a series of stories about ”someone paying instead of us”.

1. Adam and Eve saw that they were naked, but God gave them the skin of an animal to cover their shame. The aninmal
had to die, in order for God to cover their shame. The animal died instead of Adam and Eve.

2. Abraham was told, that he should sacrifice his son. But just before he did it, God stopped him, because now God saw
that Abraham really was obedient. But God showed Abraham a ram, which he had to sacrifice instead. The ram died
instead of Abraham’s son.

3. Moses had to lead his people out of slavery in Egypt, but Faraoh did not want to let them go. Therefore, God sent ten
plagues to the country. The tenth plague was that God would send the Angel of Death, to kill the firstborn of every
family. But if the family smeared the blood of an innocent lamb on their door posts, the angel of death would see the
blood, and not enter, but pass. The lamb died, instead of the first born in the family. Without the blood, the first born
could do nothing to save his life.

The Bible tells us that God sent someone, a messiah (a title meaning ”the anointed”, which is ”the chosen”), in order to pay for
our sins in full. The Bible tells us that Jesus is this messiah. Jesus said that God is one, and that He (Jesus) himself is one with
God. But the Bible also tells us that Jesus was killed by humans. Before his death, Jesus told his disciples that He had to die as a
payment for us humans. That means, that if you accept this payment, it is true for you as well. So, Jesus pays for your sin, and
makes you clean, free from sin and from shame. That is how we can stand clean and pure before God when you die — by
accepting the payment from Jesus. If one does not accept Jesus’ payment, one has to pay for all the sin one has committed in
his/her life.

When you receive the salvation of Jesus, you receive a new life. That is what the Bible teaches. That is why we get baptized,
where the old human enters into the water, and the new, purified human comes up. The new human belongs to Jesus, because
Jesus has paid with His own blood. If you pay for something, you are entitled to receive what you bought. The new human
belongs to Jesus, because Jesus has paid with His own Blood. That is why I am His, and that is why I have eternal life. Jesus
says so in the Bible.

So, “Injil” or “the gospel” means: That God has sent His Son, Jesus Messiah (Christ), to save and give eternal life to every one
who will receive it in faith. The Bible says: For God so loved the world, that He gave his only son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

This can also be reality for you!
With love, from a Christian.



“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away..” - Jesus, Gospel of Matthew 24:35.

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your might.” - God, Deuteronomy 6:4-5

“I and the Father are one.” - Jesus, Gospel of John 10:30
“So they all said, » Are you the Son of God, then?« And he said to them, »You say that I am.«” - Jesus, Gospel of Luke 22:70

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.” -
Jesus, Gospel of John 3:16

“And they were bringing children to him, that he might touch them; and the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it
he was indignant, and said to them, “Let the children come to me, do not hinder them; for to such belongs the kingdom of
God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” And he took them in
his arms and blessed them, laying his hands upon them.” - Gospel of Mark 10:13-16

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall
see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so men
persecuted the prophets who were before you.” - Gospel of Matthew 5:3-12

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for he makes his sun rise
on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. ” - Gospel of Matthew 5:43-45

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink, nor about your body,
what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?”
- Gospel of Matthew 6:25-26

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” - Gospel of John 13:34-35
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